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Watermarks 

Easter Services 
At Sumner-Redcliffs 
Anglican Churches 

An invitation to join with us 
 

Good Friday - 10 April 
9:30am Ecumenical service at 

All Saints, Sumner 
Preacher: Victoria Matthews, Bishop 

of Christchurch 
(tea, coffee and hot cross buns will be 

served after the service) 
 

Easter Sunday - 12 April 
All Saints, Sumner 

9:00am Easter Communion 
10:30am Family Communion 

St Andrews, Redcliffs 
9:30am Easter Communion 

 

We look forward to celebrating 
Easter with you 

Most of us 
had mixed 
feelings as we 
f a r e w e l l e d 
Ron and Liz 
over the 
weekend of 
February 22nd.  
There was 
sadness at 

saying goodbye to our much loved 
pastor and his family, as well as a 
strong empathy for them as they 
left the vicarage which was their 
family home for so long, as well as 
their church family and possibly 
also this beautiful area which they 
have come to love so much. 
 
But there was also much to give 
thanks for after 15 years of faithful 
and effective ministry which has 
seen our parish flourish and so 
many lives touched through the 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ [ŜǘΩǎ 
remember to pray for Ron and Liz 
as they holiday together around 
the South Island and then see what 
lies ahead for them in their 
άǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘέΦ 
 
The process is now underway as a 
ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ wƻƴΩǎ 
replacement. 
 

Allow me to draw your attention to 
two upcoming events. 
 
On Good Friday we have the new 
Bishop of Christchurch, Victoria 
Matthews as guest preacher at our 
combined churches service. 
 
Also we are soon to begin yet 
another Alpha Course (see details 
inside). We have been running these 
courses now for about 10 years, 
sometimes 2 or 3 a year. They are 
always stimulating and lots of fun, 
not to mention the sumptuous (free) 
meals put on by a different home 
group each week. About 65,000 
people in NZ and 11 million 
worldwide have now been on an 
Alpha Course. Here are a couple of 
comments which may help you 
decide if now is the time for you to 
check this course out for yourself : 
 
άL ƪƴŜǿ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
man in the world, yet I knew nothing 
about him. I decided to research 
DƻŘΦέ 
 
άL ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎȅƴƛŎŀƭΧ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
brilliant to be able to question 
ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 

Paul Heard 
Acting Vicar 

tŀǳƭΩǎ tƛŜŎŜ 

Paul Heard 



The Alpha Course is an opportunity for anyone to explore the 
Christian faith.  It is relaxed, non-threatening, low key, friendly and 
fun. 

There is a meal together at the beginning of each session which gives 
you an opportunity to get to know each other. 

Listen, learn, discuss and discover.  Ask anything.  Alpha is a place 
where no question is too simple or too hostile. 

And it is supported by all the main Christian denominations. 

WHAT IS ALPHA?  

WHO IS ALPHA FOR?  

Everyone is welcome on an Alpha Course.  People attend for a wide 
variety of reasons. 

Some want to investigate whether God exists and if there is any point 
to life; others are concerned about what happens after death. 

Still others may have attended church on and off all their lives but 
feel they have never really understood the basics of the Christian 
faith. 

People come from many viewpointsτbut we all come with the same 
objective: to explore the questions of life and the relevance of the 
Christian faith to our lives today. 
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Alpha consists of a series of talks / DVD 
presentations.  After each talk we divide into 
smaller groups for discussion.  Topics include: 

Is there More to Life than This? 
Who is Jesus? 
Why did Jesus Die? 
How can we have Faith? 
Why and how do I Pray? 
Why and how should I Read the Bible? 
How does God Guide us? 
Who is the Holy Spirit? 
How can I be Filled with the Holy Spirit? 
How can I Resist Evil? 
Why and how should I tell Others? 
Does God Heal Today? 
What about the Church? 
How can I Make the Most of the Rest of 
my Life? 

The next Alpha Course starts on Wednesday April 22nd at 
7pm with dinner and an introduction to the course.  The 
course itself starts on April 29th.  You can come along to the 
introductory night, find out about the course, then decide if 
you wish to continue. 

The course will be held at All Saints Church hall, 48 Wakefield 
Ave in Sumner. A typical evening starts with dinner at 7:00pm, 
followed by a presentation and discussion winding up at 9:30. 

You do not need to be a member of any church to attend.  In 
fact the Alpha Course is designed primarily for people who 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘƎƻŜǊǎΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
a church, but have questions you are seeking answers to, then  
you are still very welcome to come along. 

The Alpha Course includes a day and night away in Akaroa over 
a weekend.  For the next course this will be June 6th & 7th. 

There is no charge for the Alpha Course.  You are welcome to 
make a donation towards costs if you wish. 

For further information or to enrol: 
Please contact: Paul Heard Ph 376-4698 

ALPHA @ SUMNER 

Fundraising Event for Aids Orphans  
 
Kees Bruin, local artist, will talk about his painting 
work and Jeremy Baker will provide musical 
entertainment. 
 
Funds raised will go to the Ingwavuma Orphan Trust 
and also to Maryka Lups who will soon be spending 5 
weeks teaching skills to aids orphans in Cambodia. 
 

7:30pm, Saturday 18th April, All Saints Church 
Tickets $20, concession $15. 

Check out our website for:  
Forthcoming events 

News & activities 
Sermon downloads 
Contact information 

www.sumred.org.nz  

The Alpha Course meets every week for ten weeks and 
includes a weekend away. 


