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Watermarks 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 

Activities 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
people in our church.  Check these 
out! 

Mainly Music, held on Friday 
mornings, encourages young children 
to enhance their early education 
through music, rhythm and rhyme. 

Caterpillar Club is our Sunday 
morning crèche for children (under 3 
years). 

Jellybeans is a special programme for 
pre-school children aged 3-4 years. 

Kidz 4 Christ is a dynamic and 
creative programme for Years 1-6. 

Take Two is for young people in Years 
7 & 8 and involves plenty of fun 
activities with just enough of the 
serious stuff. 

Sumner Core Youth is a vibrant youth 
ministry for teenagers in Years 9-13 
and meets on a Wednesday evening. 

Fuse Youth Café, operated by the 
Shoreline Youth Trust, is for all local 
young people and is located at 25 
²ŀƪŜŦƛŜƭŘ !ǾŜ ƛƴ {ǳƳƴŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
after school 3:00pm to 6:00pm on 
Thursday and Friday and on Friday 
evenings from 7:30pm to 10:30pm. 

For more details on any of these 
please contact the church office on 
326-6251. 

This edition of 
W a t e r m a r k s 
pretty much 
coincides with 
the end of my 
time as Vicar at 
S u m n e r -
Redcliffs.  Liz 
and I are being 
farewelled on 
Sunday 22nd 
February. 

 
We have had fifteen rich and 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
privileged to be part of a wonderful 
church family and have been hugely 
enriched by the love, the team-work, 
the relationships and the exciting 
sense of mission in the life of the 
church. 
 
Many special events stand out in our 
memories ς church camps at Living 
{ǇǊƛƴƎǎΣ aŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŀƳǇǎ 
at Glentui, Wainui and Flock Hill, 
Alpha Courses, special services 
especially at Christmas and Easter, 
guest services, the parish 125th, 
concerts and fun nights, youth 
baptisms down at Cave Rock, 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
community, Mission Markets ς the 
list could go on and on. 
 
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ 
ministries spring up within the 
church like Mainly Music (catering 

for dozens of parents and pre-
schoolers on a Friday morning), Seek 
Freedom (placing Bibles in mountain 
huts), the ministry of inner healing, and 
our All Blokes breakfasts. 
 
Growing attendances and giving has 
made it possible to employ a Youth 
Pastor 30 hours a week and a 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ нл ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀǎ 
well as a full-ǘƛƳŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ±ƛŎŀǊΦ  LΩǾŜ 
been so grateful for the quality and 
commitment of the staff team we 
have, as well as its growth. 
 
The other day I was asked what had 
been the highlight of our time here and 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
unquestioned highlight for me has 
been seeing lives changed by the 
gospel ς seeing people coming to faith, 
going on growing in faith, and taking up 
service and leadership roles within the 
life of the church.  Nothing beats that. 
 
Our Vision Statement begins by saying, 
ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΣέ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ 
found that to be wonderfully true in 
our experience in the past 15 years.  As 
we prepare to leave, we want to thank 
everyone who has contributed in any 
way to the life and witness of the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ 
blessing on your on-going life together. 
 
   Ron Hay 

Ron Hay 

A Farewell 



Vicar Ron Hay to Retire 
 
Ron Hay, vicar of Sumner-
Redcliffs Anglican Parish is 
to retire on 22nd February 
after almost fifteen years 
ministry in the area. 
 
Ron and Liz Hay arrived in 
Sumner-Redcliffs in May 
1994 and quickly found 
their place both in the 
church and the local 
community.  As a minister 
wƻƴΩǎ ǎƭŀƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
strongly evangelical and in this he was well suited to the 
Sumner-Redcliffs parish.  As a leader Ron has built a church 
strong on Christian love and discipleship.  His Bible-based 
teaching has strengthened the faith of many as well as 
providing a solid grounding for new Christians. 
 
When asked about the highlights of his time at Sumner-
Redcliffs Ron replied: "There have been many highlights in 
terms of special services and events - church camps, 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ мнрth 
anniversary.  But for me, the greatest highlight has been 
changed lives: seeing people come to faith through Alpha 
and other means, going on growing in faith and then 
entering into ministry and leadership roles.  I think of many 
occasions when we've gathered at Sumner beach to 
baptize young people or adults who have come to faith in 
Christ.  It has been so exciting to see God redeeming and 
renewing lives.  It doesn't get better than that.  It has also 
been great to see the staff team grow, to see more and 
more people in home groups, and to see new ministries 
come to birth." 
 
Liz too has taken an active role in church life and has been 
an unwavering support for Ron.  She has a special interest 
in mission and many will know her from her role at the 
New Zealand Church Missionary Society (NZCMS), from 
which she has also recently retired. 
 
As for the future, Ron has a writing project to focus on, 
alongside some mountaineering exploits and a little road 
cycling.  Initially though, Ron and Liz plan to become 
ΨǾŀƎŀōƻƴŘǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ {ƻǳǘƘ LǎƭŀƴŘ 
destinations at a relaxed pace.  
 
 
Ron will take his final services at Sumner-Redcliffs on 22nd 
February.  He will preach at {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ wŜŘŎƭƛŦŦǎ ŀǘ 
9:00am (note the earlier starting time than usual) and then 
at All Saints Church in Sumner at 10:30am. 
 
Also on Sunday 22nd February a formal farewell and 
celebration will be held in the church at Sumner, beginning 
at 12 middayΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ΨŦƻǊƪ-
ōǳŦŦŜǘΩ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ  όtƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 
food to share suitable for eating with fingers or a fork.) 

IƻǿΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΚ 
 
On Monday 16 February, we 
start the third Marriage Course 
to be run at our church. 
 
This course was started by Nicky 
and Sila Lee who are staff 
members at Holy Trinity 
Brompton, London which is the 
home of the Alpha Course.  Their 
concern for the increasing rate 
of separations and divorces in 
England and their involvement 
with couples who were struggling led them to develop this 
course to strengthen existing relationships and address areas 
of potential difficulty that arise as couples go along in their 
marriage journey. 
 
They felt that an alternative to a weekend course was needed 
so this course is structured to run over 7 weeks.  Each evening 
there is a video presentation which is in two sections. In 
between, couples spend approximately 30-40 minutes 
privately together discussing the first video with the aid of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪōƻƻƪ όǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ 
content). During this time a delicious dessert is served. 
Couples are then encouraged to set aside time during the 
week to continue this exercise. The aim of this time together is 
ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ άƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǘƛƳŜέ 
which they feel couples have often lost the art of doing due to 
the pressures of daily living. Subjects include recognising each 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜȄΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
parents and in-laws, making time for each other and to have 
fun together. 
 
The course is based on Christian principles but is suitable for 
any couple with or without a Christian faith or church 
background. So whether you want to enhance your marriage, 
get a boost as you go though a challenging phase such as 
having a baby, raising teenagers, facing the empty nest or 
finding that you are really struggling with some issues, this 
may be just the course for you.  
 
The Marriage Course will commence at 7:30pm on Monday 
16th February in the Parish Centre, All Saints Church in 
Sumner.  Booking is essential so if you are interested please 
contact the church office on 326-6251. 

Liz and Ron Hay 

 

Want to get fit 
and have fun?  

Join our aerobics/circuit class, 10:00am every 
Monday in the parish centre at Sumner.  
Professional instructors.  Cr¯che available. 

Cost: $6.00 per session  

Contact: Ruth Heins 326 -5033 



For Your Calendar 
 
13 February 
Mainly Music resumes for 2009 

16 February 
Marriage Course commences 

19 February 
¸ƻǳǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ CǳǎŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŀŦŞΣ 
25 Wakefield Ave, Sumner 

22 February 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƴ IŀȅΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǘ {ǳƳƴŜǊ-Redcliffs and 
a farewell to Ron and Liz. 

22 March 
Guest speaker at All Saints Church 9:00am and 10:30am.  
Hamish Thomson, Church Support Worker from Anglican 
Missions Board 

28 March 
All Blokes breakfast meeting.  8:00am, Parish Centre, 
All Saints Church, Sumner 

10 April 
Good Friday 9:30am service at All Saints, Sumner 

12 April 
Easter Day, Holy Communion 
фΥллŀƳ ŀƴŘ млΥолŀƳ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ     фΥолŀƳ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 

22 April 
Alpha Course commences 

!ƭƭ .ƭƻƪŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
that was started in Sumner-
Redcliffs and is now being 
used in other parts of the 
country.  Meetings take the 
form of a breakfast with a 
great speaker and are held bi-
monthly on Saturday 

mornings.  All men, young and old, are welcome.  Men from 
All Blokes also get involved with projects supporting the local 
community and mission activities overseas.  This year two 
projects are planned. 
 
The first project is to help with the setting up of Easter Camp 
2009 at Spencer Park.  Easter camp is an annual non-
denominational youth event hosting around 5000 people.  
For many young people who attend, this will be the first time 
they have heard the Easter message. 
 
The second project will focus on Ingwavuma Orphan Care 
Trust.  Ingwavuma is in the KwaZulu-Natal area of South 
Africa where 32.5% of women are HIV positive.  There are 
around 4000 orphans in the area and numbers are growing.  
The Ingwavuma Orphan Care Trust is involved with 
community education, sustainable help projects, advocacy, 
schooling resources, business training and home-based care 
by health workers.  The objective is to empower the existing 
community to improve conditions. 
 
Despite the obvious rugby connection the All Blokes name 
implies, membership is not restricted to just fifteen players.  
If you would like to be part of this life changing team call All 
Blokes Captain Neil McLennan on 326-6194. 
 
The next All Blokes breakfast meeting is planned for 
28 March at 8:00am in the Parish Centre at Sumner. 

If you have questions about the Christian faith 
or the meaning of life (that Monty Python 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳύΣ ǘƘŜƴ !ƭǇƘŀ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
just what you are looking for.  Alpha courses 
are a non-threatening way to explore the big 
questions and are most suitable for inviting a 
friend along to. 
 

The next Alpha Course starts with an introductory dinner on 
22nd April, then runs for the following ten weeks.  For more 
information please contact Paul Heard on 376-4698. 

Sumner-Redcliffs church has an exciting and active youth 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ά/ƻǊŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ 
Youth Pastor Sam Knight.  Teenagers meet in cell groups 
according to their school year.  This year there are groups 
for Years 9 & 10, Year 11, and Years 12 & 13.  If you are 
interested in joining now is a good time to do so. 
 
On the last Wednesday of each month (during school 
terms) the IGNITE Youth Service is held at St Andrews 
Church in Redcliffs starting at 7:15pm.  On Friday evenings 
members usually gather socially at the Fuse youth café at 
25 Wakefield Ave from around 7:30pm. 
 
In addition to weekly meetings, there are a number of 
other activities that teenagers can participate in, including 
social events and weekends away.  All activities are well 
supervised. 
 
For information on joining a Youth Cell, please phone Sam 
Knight on 326-6827. 


