
   
 

   
 

 
The Anglican Parish of 

Sumner Redcliffs 

 
 

Discerning God’s Call 
 

Part 3 

The Options 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

2 
 

Welcome! 
 

Welcome to Part 3 of our discernment process.  We’re now over 

half way through as we consider how God is calling this 

congregation to respond to the passing of Motion 29—a law 

change in the national Anglican Church which allows for services 

of blessing for same sex couples who have had a civil marriage 

(see booklet 1 for details). 

At Part 1 of the process, we met together to pray and ask God 

to speak to this church, and help us discern how he is calling us 

to respond.  That is something we hope you all continue to 

commit to prayer through this latter half of the process.  

At our last church meeting for Part 2 we looked at what the 

Bible says about dealing with disagreement over teachings in 

the church, and the values revealed in the Bible around such 

disagreements.  

Now, in Part 3, we look at what are some of the options for 

responding to Motion 29.  This booklet will set out some of the 

details of each option.  Other details will be presented when we 

gather. 

At our next meeting at 7.30pm at the Nayland Street Church on 

Thursday 20 September, there will be a chance to share with 

each other and discuss the pros and cons for each option.  In 

particular, this will be an opportunity to consider the positives 

and negatives of each option in light of the Scriptural principles 

we have been looking at, and in light of what we have discerned 

in our prayers. Once again, we remember that this is a process 

of discernment, not debate. We do not gather to convince or to 

change minds, but to seek the will of God. 
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The Options 
 

Option 1 – Remain Affiliated with the Anglican 
Church: No Further Action 
 

This option will see our church take no further steps in response 

to the issue.   

Under this option, our church will continue to teach a 

traditional understanding of marriage (i.e. God’s intention for 

full expressions of sexual relationships to be held within the 

bonds of marriage, and that marriage is a life-long and faithful 

covenant between a man and a woman). We will continue to be 

a Bible teaching, Christ centred, and mission engaged 

community of faith, but we would not feel that any additional 

protest or action is necessary. 

 

Notes 
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Option 2 – Remain Affiliated with the Anglican 
Church: Independently Protest 
 

This option will see our vestry take steps to engage the political 

processes and structures within the Anglican Church to signal 

our opposition to the changes brought about by Motion 29. 

There are numerous forms in which this could take – details 

which would need to be worked through by the vestry.  

However, the potential avenues include: 

a) Making an effort to appoint synods reps for our church 

(our representatives to the wider Anglican Church) who 

are able to stand for election to positions within the 

Anglican Church, so that they can be agents of change 

in the political bodies of the Anglican Church.   Those 

positions include: 

i. Diocesan Nominators (who help decide which 

ministers are appointed as vicars to other 

Anglican Churches); 

ii. Standing Committee (which is like the eldership 

for the Diocese); 

iii. Church Property Trustees (which is the body 

that makes decisions about the use of Anglican 

buildings and invested funds); 

iv. Representatives to the General Synod (which is 

the body which voted through Motion 29); 

b) Cooperating with like-minded churches to influence 

decision making in the wider Anglican Church;  

c) Excluding ministers who offer blessings of same-sex 

couples from teaching at Sumner-Redcliffs. 
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d) Written responses from our leadership to the leaders of 

the Diocese and the national Anglican Church 

expressing our position and communicating the 

frustration, hurt, and anger that has arisen because of 

these actions. 

 
Notes 
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Option 3 – Remain Affiliated with the Anglican 
Church: Join a ‘Christian Community’ 
 

This option follows a process that was created by Motion 29 as 

a way of encouraging concerned churches (like ours) to stay 

within the Anglican Church. 

It allows for Anglican churches of like mind to form a ‘Christian 

Community’ which is recognised by the rest of the Anglican 

Church.  A special bishop is appointed to advocate for the 

Christian Community and promote its interests in the wider 

Anglican Church.   

Such Christian Communities will exist to ensure that the 

theological convictions of its member parishes will be respected 

in the future when new clergy are needed. This is intended to 

remedy the possibility of an activist bishop trying to force a 

parish to receive a vicar who would lead them in a direction not 

in keeping with the parish’s theological convictions.  Critically, if 

an Anglican church joins a Christian Community, then any future 

minister appointed to that church must subscribe to the 

constitution of that Christian Community. 

At this stage, the group Anglicans for Faith, Intercession, 

Renewal, and Mission (AFFIRM) is working to form a Christian 

Community. AFFIRM operates out of an Evangelical 

understanding of the Christian faith.  Organisations like CMS 

and Church Army are members, but AFFIRM is also open to 

parishes and individual members as well. 

It is likely that over the coming months other Christian 

Communities will come to the fore. 

To find out more visit http://www.affirm.net.nz  

http://www.affirm.net.nz/
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If this option is the one chosen by the parish, it will require then 

for there to be a Special General Meeting of the parish to then 

vote formally to join the Christian Community 

 

Notes 
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Option 4 – Leave the Anglican Church: Join the 
Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans/GAFCON 
 

This option would see our church disaffiliate from the Anglican 

Church.  It would look instead to join another expression of 

Anglicanism – this group is known as the Fellowship of 

Confessing Anglicans (FCA). 

FCA is becoming a network of Anglican congregations which are 

in the process of disaffiliating from the national Anglican 

Church.  At this time, it appears that four of the parishes in this 

diocese that voted overwhelmingly to disaffiliate from the 

Anglican Church will be joining this network. 

FCA is the New Zealand expression of the Global Anglican 

Fellowship Conference (GAFCON) which for about 10 years has 

been advocating (among other things) against further 

movements toward non-traditional marriage in the global 

Anglican Church. 

 To find out more visit www.fcanz.org  

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fcanz.org/
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Option 5 – Leave the Anglican Church: Become 
an Independent, Non-Denominational Church 
 

This is similar to Option 4, except it leaves open what network 

of other churches, if any, we might associate with.  

 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

10 
 

Where to next? 
 

We want to hear as many perspectives on the pros and cons of 

each of these options – so, please make an effort to join us at 

7.30pm at the Nayland Street Church on Thursday 20 

September. 

As always, there will be drinks and nibbles on arrival so come 

along from 7.15pm. We’ll be starting again sharp at 7.30pm for 

a 9.00pm finish. 

See you there! 

 

 

Thomas                         Alex                                      Jacky 

Vicar                              People’s Warden               Vicar’s Warden  
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Notes 
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Process Timeline 
All the meetings will have plenty of tea, coffee, and nibbles as well as 

some good fellowship. 

12 August  
Call to prayer, fasting, and 
study for the duration of 
the discernment process. 
 

16 August  
7.30pm – 9.00pm, 
St Andrew’s Church 
Meeting 1 Collective 
prayer evening. 
 

4 September  
7.30pm, St Andrew’s 
Church 
Meeting 2 to discuss 
perspectives on the 
Biblical values at issue. 
 
 

20 September  
7.30pm, Nayland 
Street 
Meeting 3 to discuss the 
pros and cons of the 
practical options available 
in response to Motion 29. 

18 October  
7.30pm, St Andrew’s 
Church 
Meeting 4 Collective 
prayer; discuss any final 
questions and Opening of 
parish referendum voting 
(which runs until 24 
October). 
 
 

24 October  
Parish referendum voting 
closes with all submissions 
to be made to the parish 
office no later than 5pm.  
 

25 October 
Vestry in committee mode 
for consideration of 
results. 
 
 

26 October  
Announcement of 
decision and publication 
of results. 

 


